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The Karl May Connection

Between Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and the fndian Territory. . lies a
wide, terrible stretch of land which could be called the “Sahara of the
United States”.... Barren areas of dry, glowing sand mingle with naked,
burning canyons, which are not able 1o offer even the poorest vegeration
the barest prerequisites of the shortest existence; the cold night harshly
and abruptly follows the heat of the day....

And whart is this desert called? The residents of the surrounding rerri-
taries give their various English, French or Spanish names; penerally it is
named after the siakes driven to mark the paths: the Llano Estacado.

—Karl May: Winnetou 111, Chapter 2

This is one of Karl May’s descrip-
tions of Northwest Texas where today
24,000 students attend Texas Tech Uni-
versity in Lubbock, a modem, young
city of 200,000 residents. The sense of
danger so cultivated by May can still
be experienced in some back canyons,
but fortunately for the modern visitor,
it1s generally preserved only in the mu-
seums and historic exhibits of the area.
The general impression that German
guests tend to emphasize when they get
back home is the unusual friendliness
and generosity of the people and of the
land.

AND our visitors make return trips!
For example: Dr. Rolf Dencker, direc-
tor of the Goethe Institute in Houston,
and his wife, Grace Dencker first vis-
ited the Llano Estacado during the Na-
tional Cowboy Symposium in May of
1992, Again in November of 1992 the
Denckers came to Lubbock to join a
delegation from Bad Segeberg, Ger-
many, for a major Llano Estacado cel-
ebration hosted by Lubbock Mayor,
David Langston.

Thanks to the Goethe Institute, an
exhibit on the Karl May Festival in Bad
Segeberg was on
display at the Lub-
bock International
airport and then in
the University
Centerat Tech. As
a result of this
Lubbock visit, the lucky holder of ucket
number 200,000 at the summer festi-

val in Bad Segeberg won a trip to Lub-
bock to experience the Llano Estacado
in person. Mayor Langston repaid the
call during the summer of 1993, an

Enjoying the MNovember sun at the
Ranching Heriloge Museum with the
Denckers (left] are Bad Segeberg
dignitaries Mr. Wolfgang Spohr; Mr.
Ernest Reher, business manager of the
Karl May Festival; Mayor Jérg Nehier;
and Mr. Tom Woodruff of Lubbock, wha
drove the entire group from the airporl
in a stretch limo and all over the Llano
Estacado in a plush van.

event which was spread all over Ger-
many by the press: “Texaner wollen
Wilden Westen imporiieren,” "Karl-
May-Spiele bald auch in Texas,” or
“Texaner hoffen auf Winnerou.”

Dr. and Mrs. Dencker paid a fourth
visit to Lubbock for the annual TTU
German Club awards banquet in the
spring of 1994, Besides his delivering
the banquet address, the Denckers
arnved laden with gifts of German

{See Karl May Connection, p. 8]
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books to honor the outstanding German
students at Tech. In November of this
year Dr, Dencker will be retiring from
the Goethe Institute in Houston and
returning to the Vaterland. We applaud
the Denckers for their tremendous
support of German studies at Texas
Tech and for their enthusiasm for the
Llano Estacado. Herzlichen Dank, Rolf
und Grace!!

The Karl May Spirit lives on
in German Cowboys

One German group invited to Lub-
bock by the Southwest Center for Ger-
man Studies arrived for the Cowboy
Symposium in September of 1993 look-
ing more Texan than the natives. Thir-
teen members of a Western Club
located not far from the Rhine River
outside Cologne, Germany, and named
“Lubbock” were given special treat-
ment for several weeks on the Llano
Estacado. You will notice from the
photo above that Dr. Dencker was again
in town to join the fun. Mrs. Georgia
Mae Smith-Ericson, Sheriff Sonny
Keesee, Dr. McClain and Mayor Lang-
ston all joined forces to show these de-
voted fans of Lubbock a very good
time. We recently received word that
nine members of the club will be
present for the Cowboy Symposium
this fall...and that the group will stay
in the area for three weeks. (Ya’ll need
any fences mended?)

A Two—Way Ocean

Crossing the Atlantic is usually ac-
complished in our modern times by
sleek air ships instead of the sailing
ships and steam ships that brought the
first people of German descent to the
new world and to the Republic of Texas.

But just like those earlier ocean ves-
sels did, the airplanes go both ways.
And some of them are carrying people,
both Americans and Ger-
mans, to and from Texas
Tech. The two—way ocean is
self explanatory in the ex-
change programs, but many
who know about the sum-
mer study abroad program
may think of it as one—way.

The Southwest Center
with its base in the academic
oasis of TTU is, however,
also effective in bringing
Germans to Tech and to the
fascinating area of the South Plains
around Lubbock that the Germans are
familiar with from Karl May’s novels
of the Llano Estacado. Here is a first
hand report from Dr. McClain, the di-
rector of the Southwest Center, who
also organized the following project.

WINNETOUR I

The June 1995 issue of the Karl-
May-Society Newsletter (in German)
carries the headline: “Karl-May-Re-
naissance,” and along with reports on
other events which prove the vitality of

May’s continuing influence, mention is
made of the first study tour offered
along the Karl May trail throughout the
American Southwest.

Details of this tour are given in their
newsletter through a quotation of an
article from the Avalanche Journal. An
overview of the two—week itinerary
rounds out the general outline. What re-
mains to be reported is the warmth of
the reviews now circulating in the press
throughout Germany and in the publi-
cations of the Karl-May—Society.
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The enormous success of this first
venture into the uncharted area of
gentle, study—oriented tourism to the
Llano Estacado rests (as we locals
might expect, but are always proud to
have confirmed) upon the enormous

Coming Home at Sunset on the Llano Estacado
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Lubbock’s 4th Cavalry presented a very entertaining program of great historical interest.
Here they pose with the 44 members of the first Winnetour group from the Karl-May—Society.

generosity of individuals along the trail
and the gigantic expanse of the land it-
self.

At the initial roundup in Ft. Worth,
it came as even a surprise to me that
the Director and CEO of the Ft. Worth
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Mr.
Doug Harman, would putin a personal
appearance at our hotel and proceed to
greet the German guests clutching a
copy of a May novel! Doug was with
us every inch of the way, smoothing
over the bumps, pointing out delight-
ful details, cracking his bull whip and
generally winning our hearts.

With all due respect to other high-
lights of the tour: Palo Duro Canyon,
the sights of Amarillo and Canyon, Inn
of the Mountain Gods in Ruidoso,
Santa Fe, Taos and the Navajo Nation
Powwow in Albuguerque on the last
night, I am filled with pride to read the
participants’ unanimous report that the
four days spent in Lubbock were
unbeatably memorable.

They were very impressed with the
welcoming crowd which was still wait-
ing at the National Windmill Collection
despite our plane arriving in Lubbock
two hours late because of tornados in
the Dallas area. The honor of being
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greeted in the Texas Tech library by Dr.
Haragan, Dr. Cluff and Dr. Murrah, re-
verberated among the guests after hear-
ing an explanation of a special exhibit
of German—Texan letters delivered in
German by Bruce Commach.

. 1

Mrs. Smith—Ericson (center) ar-
ranged a private reception in the
McKanna parlor, a luncheon the next
day on the grounds of the Ranching
Heritage Museum, opened her Casa del
Sol home in Blanco Canyon and even
followed the greyhound bus to Ama-
rillo to be in on that part of the tour.
She now has 44 fans in Germany who
will never forget her model of civic
leader, rancher and passionate student
of the history of the settlement of the
Llano Estacado.

Other friends who opened their
homes to the bus load of visitors were:
Mr. and Mrs. Hoeve as well as Mr. Bob
Bruno of Ransom Canyon, and Ron and
Rita Peek of Yellowhouse Canyon.

How surprised and delighted the tour
group was when Mr. Angulo stepped
forward at the Lubbock Lake Landmark
and delivered his welcome and detailed
tour in fluent German. The Museum of
TTU has also developed a brochure in
German on the historic site, a great plus
for the German fans of the Llano Esta-
cado. Years ago the Southwest Center
encouraged a German translation of the
“TEXAS” pageant brochure (com-
pleted by then graduate student in Ger-
man, Kay Mittnik) for visitors to Palo
Duro. There are several other similar
projects on the drawing board at this
time.

Various local groups added festive
flare to the Lubbock stay: the Mejia
family and the mariachis band at Taco
Village, the impressive 4th Cavalry of
Lubbock and in Palo Duro, the Blue
Prairie Band at the campfire in Blanco
Canyon, the German—speaking students
of Texas Tech, Mr. Tumbleweed and the
buffalo herd on the Palo Duro rim, the
hosts at Residence Inn and Big Texan.
And conveying us safely with humor
and thoughtfulness through every can-
yon was our greyhound bus driver., Lyn
Thornley.

Thank you one and all!



